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Manpower Conflicts Aired 


Conflict between the Selective Service Admin- 
istration and the War Manpower Commission 
has been brought to light in hearings on National 
Service legislation. 


Some members of the Senate want the local 
selective service boards to be the cornerstone of 
the National Service legislation—determining 


~not only which men go into the Army, but 


directing them into industry, too. 


Chairman McNutt of the Manpower Commis- 
sion in his testimony before the Senate Military 
Affairs Committee emphasized the need for a 
single administrative authority acting under 
broad but clear legislative direction, and stated 
that the primary consideration for draft defer- 
ment should be occupation. Now the primary 
consideration is marital and dependency status. 

The Tolan Committee Investigating Defense 
Migration has recommended complete reorgani- 
zation of the war production organization and 
has suggested a National Service agency under 
which would come both Manpower Mobilization 
for industry and the Selective Service System. 


Congress Considers 
Anti-Poll Tax Bills 


The anti-poll tax issue has political appeal for 
many Congressmen. A vote for the anti-poll 
tax bill by Congressmen from the 40 states not 
affected by the legislation since they have no poll 
tax voting requirement would make no enemies 
and might make some friends among the groups 
working to extend the franchise in federal elec- 
tions to groups in the southern states. 

Constitutionality of national legislation in this 
field is challenged. A Senate Judiciary sub-com- 
mittee rejected a bill on such grounds. A consti- 
tutional amendment allowing Congress to fix 
qualifications of electors has been introduced. 


In ordinary times a filibuster, the usual resort 
of a determined minority, would be expected if 
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the bill is reported to the Senate. In wartime 
such a move would be extremely unpopular. 


Governors and Attorneys General from the 
poll tax states appeared before the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee in opposition to the proposal. 
They defended the poll tax as a reasonable re- 
quirement, a not very convincing argument when 
all but eight states have abolished it as a voting 
qualification. Their appearance, however, 
showed how violent the reaction of southern 
states would be to Congressional action in this 
field that has always been considered the preroga- 
tive of the states. 


Senate Votes Itself Patronage 


Members of the Senate found more plausible 
reasons than usual for requiring senatorial ap- 
proval of War Manpower Commission employees 
receiving salaries of $4500 or more, but their 
vote was in the old patronage pattern. Senator 
Norris called the play when he said: ‘I believe 
we cannot close our eyes to the fact that if we 
adopt this amendment . . . in practical effect 
we shall be turning the appointments over to 
patronage.” 


Employment practices of some of the new war 
agencies, including the OPA, have annoyed mem- 
bers of Congress. They distrust the present ef- 
fectiveness of civil service requirements, liberal- 
ized to meet the need for haste. In the case of 
the Manpower Commission the Senate’s attention 
was called to Chairman McNutt’s patronage rec- 
ord as Governor of Indiana. The frequent 
charges that the federal agencies are wasting 
manpower led some to believe that senatorial re- 
view might cause administrators to think twice 
before creating a lot of new jobs. 


The Senate arguments might be more convinc- 
ing if its history were different. For years the 
Senate Appropriations Committee has made simi- 
lar proposals; the Senate has in most instances 
accepted them; and the House has refused to 
acquiesce in the Senate’s grab for patronage. 
This time the House agreed to the proposal. 


Taxes and More Taxes 


Treasury announcement that an additional 
$6 billion in taxes is needed soon means that other 
tax proposals will be under consideration by the 
Congress close upon the heels of the bill just 
enacted. 


With Treasury estimates of purchasing power 
still running some $40 billion beyond available 
goods and services, curbing inflation remains a 
problem. Most likely methods include a con- 
sumption tax (sales or spending), increased in- 
come tax rates, some form of compulsory sav- 
ings, or a combination. 


War Needs vs. Silver Bloc 


Another special interest group—the silver 
bloc—is feeling a rising tide of resentment against 
its power in time of war. The value of silver 
as a substitute for scarce metals such as copper, 
tungsten, aluminum, and its proved supe- 
riority for certain purposes has abnormally in- 
creased its use. Yet while the Treasury is bulg- 
ing with silver stocks, supplies for industry are 
getting increasingly tight. 


Under present laws the Government has been 
required to subsidize the silver industry by buy- 
ing the domestic output at a high price, and for- 
eign silver in addition, until such time as silver 
stocks should reach a ratio with gold of 1 to 3. 
Tremendous increase in gold stocks has made the 
ratio impossible to attain. 


While the Treasury has been paying 71.11 
cents an ounce for newly-mined domestic silver, 
which it was not permitted to sell at less than 
$1.29, domestic users depended on foreign silver 
which could be purchased at approximately 35 
cents an ounce, (now 45 cents). A recent War 
Production Board order restricting the use of for- 
eign silver has forced certain non-essential indus- 
tries to pay domestic producers the ceiling price 
of 71.11 cents plus freight charges. 


Although the situation has been eased some- 
what by an arrangement to loan free silver 
(stocks not pledged as backing for silver certifi- 
cates) to the Defense Plant Corporation, it is 
no solution because these stocks must be returned 
and so can be used for non-consumptive purposes 
only. What industry needs is silver it can buy 
and use in production. Several bills to release 


the vast store of government silver stocks are 
before Congress now. But they have yet to run 
the opposition of the silver senators. 


Draft Age Lowered 


The House of Representatives not only acted 
quickly, but carefully, in its passage of the bill 
to make 18 and 19 year old youths liable for army 
service. 


The Military Affairs Committee probed the 
Army and Selective Service witnesses on four 
questions: What plans are being considered for 
assuring the Army and the public a sufficient sup- 
ply of technically trained people? What assur- 
ance could the Army give that these youths would 
be adequately trained before they would enter 
combat? What grounds did the Army have for 
dipping down into this group at this time? Were 
they sure that these lads would stand up physi- 
cally and mentally to the experiences of modern 
war? 


Education. They got no immediate answer to 

their question regarding the further 
education of these youngsters, but were appar- 
ently satisfied that the Army had this problem 
under consideration and would work out a plan. 
They were not concerned, for the most part, with 
the plight of the colleges; only with the loss of 
educational opportunity for the young men and 
the need of the Army and civilians for a contin- 
uing flow of technically trained persons. 


Training ‘The Committee was convinced that 

an arbitrary requirement that each 
youth have at least a year of training was imprac- 
tical and that the Army was as interested as they 
in having a properly trained army before sending 
it into combat. , 


Need ‘The figures given to the Committee on 

the rapid increase in average age of the 
Army during the last six months and the immi- 
nence of taking married men with families con- 
vinced them that it was time to take the younger 
group. 


Physical Testimony on the ability of this age 
Fitness group to withstand the rigors of train- 

ing was conclusive but the testimony 
as to mental illness resulting from actual combat 
was conflicting. It was pointed out that physical 
and mental examinations are more adequate than 
in the last war and should screen out those who 
are immature for their years or liable to mental 
breakdown under strain. 
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